
Autism and Deafness

Dr Kevin Baker
Clinical Psychologist

Nottinghamshire Healthcare NHS Trust



Autism – “triad of impairments”



Autism – “triad of impairments”



Autism

Impairment in social interaction
and joint attention

Eyes, facial expression, social smiling & gesture

Sharing, playing, sharing interests, responding to 
emotions in others

Difficulties adapting behaviour to 
social context

Speaking with strangers, too familiar, not 
embarassed, getting help or attention

Making and keeping friends? Wanting to talk about things and engaging others?
Getting bored? Sensitive to sound, touch, bright things, water……?



Autism

• Childhood
– Delay in language development (which is not 

compensated by gesture or other 
communication)

– Failure to initiate or sustain conversation
– Little or no imaginative play
– Restricted, repetitive and stereotyped 

interests



Autism & Deafness

Is it autism/asperger’s?

psychiatric disorder?

Get a psychiatrist Get a Speech and Language Therapist

Get a psychologist

Deafness?

Language disorder?

Learning disability?

Imagination
Social communication
Social interaction

Repetitive behaviours
Sensory








